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Dear parents and carers,
As always it is a busy time in school and the children are working hard not only in their
lessons but also in accessing the wider opportunities that are presented to them. We are investing a lot of time and money in being able to offer the children a wide range of experiences which take them outside of the classroom and which will allow them to do things that they
wouldn't normally do in school. The drama club is practicing their performance and their singing is sounding beautiful. I can’t wait to see them perform at Christmas. Children in Years 3
and 4 are attending a hockey tournament and competing against a range of schools at
Silksworth Sports Complex and other classes are looking to go climbing, ice-skating and
‘sledging’ too. We are about to start a LEGO club with the children which will lead to a LEGO
WEDO competition being entered and children in Years 5 and 6 are entering a national mathematics competition. The Year 6 children (and some Year 5 children) are going to Derwent
Hill next week for a 3 day residential visit with Mr Dawson and Miss Holmes and I know that
they will have an amazing time. This is something that we hope will become an annual event as
the children will enjoy the wide range of outdoor activities presented to
them.

All children enjoyed watching a live performance of The Wizard of Oz
presented by a travelling theatre company. The children had an amazing
time (and not just because Mr Dawson and Miss Mullen had a dance off!)
One Year 4 child said that it was the best thing ever! Events such as
these can only happen due to the fundraising that we do in school. Every
penny of the money raised through film nights, discos, Christmas fayres and raffles go
towards providing these opportunities to the children and I thank you for supporting us at
these events. It is a delight to watch the children get so excited! The children in Nursery
and Reception came along to the performance but they will also work with Tiny Tweeties in a
live performance in December!
As a headteacher it is always a proud moment when the children in
school put the well-being and care of others before themselves! One
such moment came when I was asked by Miss Baxter if I would allow
Year 6 to organize a fund-raising event for Children In Need. Of course
the answer was yes but I was unaware of just how organized and
determined Year 6 were going to be. They baked cakes, sold tuck and
face painted. They were amazing (as was Miss Baxter) and through sheer
determination managed to raise a phenomenal £426.88 for Children In
Need. I think that they are all amazing and were selfless in wanting to
do this for others who are not as fortunate as themselves. Well done to Year 6—I am so
proud of you all!

I also want to pass on my thanks and state how proud I am of Mrs Beavis, Miss Hunter,
Miss Bexley and Miss Burr for the hard work they put into making our nursery and
reception classes a fantastic place for our youngest children to be. You may have noticed
that we have spent a lot of money on the environment and resources lately and this is great
news. However, these are not going to have an effect unless the activities and learning are
purposeful. Through their hard work and determination our staff have come to the notice
of other schools who want to come and view the good practice in our school. This makes me
immensely proud of the staff and the children and indicates how the school is constantly
improving! Well done everyone!

Attendance Attendance is very important to the children and every hour lost has an impact on the
children. Attendance is something that we struggle with as a school as so many days are
lost with children not coming to their classes. Because of this it has been necessary for
school to engage the services of Attendance 100. They will perform house calls and call
attendance meetings when attendance reaches a certain threshold. Some of these meetings
have already been held and where there are legitimate reasons we are understanding and
supportive. However, where there are not legitimate reasons it has become necessary for
us to refer attendance matters to the local authority and this can incur significant fines
and even lead to prosecution by the courts. We don’t like having to do this but it is becoming increasingly necessary to make sure that children attend school. We would always use
this as a last resort as we would always endeavour to work with you. Please support us with
attendance by making sure that the children are in school, every day and on time!
Be preparedMany children are not bringing their reading books and PE kits to school and this means
that they are not ready to learn. PE kits should be in school on a Monday and go home on a
Friday. Reading books should be in school every day and go home every night to make sure
that the children are ready to read with their teachers in school time. As always we thank
you in anticipation for your on-going
support in these matters.

Reading everyday, even for 5 minutes, has an amazing effect on all learning. The children benefit from
reading and becoming familiar with as wide a vocabulary as possible. Here’s how you can help……
Nursery—read stories and sing rhymes every day. Learn letter sounds and play games with letters and
numbers.
Reception—read and sing songs every day. Read reading books for at least 5 minutes a day (more if
possible) and learn any words and spellings that are sent home.
Year 1—read for at least 5 minutes a day and learn any phonic sounds, words and spellings sent home.
Year 2—continue to read for at least 5 minutes a day (reading on Gold is the target for the end of the
year). Continue with any phonic sounds, words and spellings sent home.
Years 3-6—read for at least 5 minutes a day and complete any spellings and homework sent home each
week. Years 5 and 6—complete Reading Plus activities online each day too!

School have been asked by Early Help to host sessions in school based around
their very popular Triple P course. The course will be run by Claire McGowan
who is an Early Help worker. She normally runs the seminars in small groups.
However, as so many parents want to access the sessions and there is a waiting
list they are offering the parents of Willow Fields the opportunity to attend as a
larger group in school. This is the first time that they have offered the sessions
in this way and they are hoping that it will be a large and friendly group of
parents who listen to what they have to say. The sessions aim to support
parents by giving practical advice in relation to behaviour management and
strategies for setting boundaries in the home. If the sessions work in Willow
Fields, it is then hoped that they can try to hold the sessions for larger groups
of parents in other schools across the city. Should parents then wish to attend
other seminars—they can speak to Claire and she will suggest other sessions
that will be of interest to you.
Later in the year there may also be sessions for parents of children in year 6 as
the children transfer to secondary schools to help parents as children move into their teenage years!
The sessions will be on the following days and times and we would love to see
you there.
Friday 25th January—Positive Parenting 1.15-2.15pm
Friday 1st February—Confident, Competent Children 1.15-2.15pm
Friday 8th February—Raising Resilient Children 1.15 –2.15pm

